
 

 

Massachusetts Coalition for Addiction Services 
 

Request for Funding in FY 2013 House Budget 

DPH/Bureau of Substance Abuse Services  
 

FY 2013 State Funding Request for DPH/Bureau of Substance Abuse Service 

 Add $5 million in new funding to Line item 4512-0200 for Young Adult Case Management Services – 

for the procurement of 83 case managers to serve 9,600 young adults annually 

 Preserve Governor’s FY 2013 request for $1,728,793 in new funding – to cover increased costs to 
maintain existing service levels 

 Preserve level funding in Line Items 4512-0201, -0202 and 0203 

 

TOTAL HOUSE FUNDING REQUEST for FY 2013 for DPH/BSAS  = $89,839,595 

Line item 4512-0200 at $81,539,595 (Base Account) 
Line item 4512-0201 at $  4,800,000 (CSS/Post Detox Step Down) 

Line item 4512-0202 at $  2,000,000 (Jail Diversion Program) 

Line item 4512-0203 at $  1,500,000 (Family Intervention Services) 

 

THE NEED FOR YOUNG ADULT CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 Massachusetts has seen an overwhelming increase in alcohol, prescription drug and other opiate use by 

young adults aged 17 to 25, and a dramatic increase in court ordered, involuntary Section 35 commitments 
for this age group.  Since young adults tend to be treatment resistant, Section 35 petitions are filed by 
parents, seeking an involuntary commitment of their youth as a means to get them into treatment and keep 
them in treatment for up to 30 days.   

 
 The Section 35 law allows any police officer, physician, spouse, blood relative, guardian or court official 

to petition in writing any district court for an order of commitment of a person for up to 30 days.  A judge 
can order an involuntarily Section 35 commitment only if there is a likelihood of serious harm to self or 
others as a result of their alcohol or substance use.  Multiple drug addictions, co-occurring drug and 
alcohol use, and co-occurring mental health conditions are common factors in most Section 35 cases. 
 

 Young adults tend to have the poorest treatment outcomes for length of stay in care.  A comprehensive 
program of young adult case management services will help get them into treatment, keep them in 
treatment, improve overall outcomes, reduce cycling through treatment services, and reduce the number of 
court requests for involuntary commitment via the Section 35 law. 
 

 Families with young adults need assistance with accessing clinically proven intervention and treatment 
strategies and services to engage and retain young adults in treatment, so case management services will 
also provide ongoing support to families with young adults. 
 

 Case management services will enhance young adults’ access to care, provide support to improve 
treatment outcomes, help to develop supportive community contacts including peer support, and link them 
to other supports as needed for long-term recovery.  
 

Addiction is a chronic, relapsing disease.  Left untreated, its consequences create a significant public health 
burden.  Its physical and mental health effects range from illness and disability to death.  It causes traffic 
accidents, crime, job loss, homelessness, unplanned pregnancies, domestic violence, child abuse and neglect, 
and more.   Most aspects of our society and every aspect of our social service and criminal justice systems 
bear a significant impact from substance use disorders.  The impact on all our systems is extraordinary - from 
the court system to corrections, emergency rooms to homeless shelters, and from police officers to school 
teachers, and employers.   Health of Massachusetts, Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Use, Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health, 2010 

 

The greatest predictor for recovery from alcohol and other addictive disorders is length of stay in treatment  



 

 
 

 
Young Adult Case Management Services 

 

 

$5 million in new funding would support the hiring of about 83 case managers who could annually 

serve 9,600 young adults between the ages of 17 and 25.  These numbers are based on the following 
calculations: 
 

Care Coordinator (Case Manager) – Salary $35,000 - $50,000 with fringe and benefits = $45,000 - 
$65,000 

Transportation, training, supervision and other costs = $5,000 
Total Cost per CM = approximately $50k - $70,000  
$5 million would purchase approx. 83 Case Manager’s state wide  

 
Caseload = 30 clients/3 months 

Total = 120 clients per case manager per year 
120 clients x 83 case manager’s = 9,600 clients served 

 

These case managers would provide care coordination services, such as: 
 

 Transitioning young adults toward the goals of personal stability, community housing and 

employment and positive youth and family relationships 

 Identifying those in youth programs who are likely to continue involvement in the treatment 

system as they move into adulthood  

 Assisting young adults at all stages of treatment and recovery  

 Addressing co-occurring disorders such as mental health, trauma, physical health, etc.  

 Engaging families to help them understand the complex issues of addiction; provide 

coaching to the families of young adults with substance-related problems regardless of 
where the young adult is in their stage of acceptance and recovery 

 Providing on-going support, skill building, and resource development for the individual and 
his/her family 

 
 


