
S.1150: An Act providing access to full spectrum addiction treatment services 

This bill would require commercial insurance to cover up to 30 days of 

treatment, improving access to stabilization and step-down treatment (CSS 

and TSS) at an estimated cost of only 5 cents per insured member per month. 

In 2014 we established that commercial insurance companies must provide for at least 14 days of 

addiction treatment, and asserted that decisions about medical necessity must rest solely with the 

patient and their clinician for this 14-day period. The 2014 law was groundbreaking, but also 

insufficient, providing only for detoxification (ATS) and crisis stabilization (CSS) services. A 

30-day commercial insurance requirement would mirror the coverage already being provided by 

MassHealth, which was recently expanded through the Baker administration’s 1115 waiver.  

Why do we need greater coverage and access to step-down treatment? 

When the Center for Health Information and Analysis (CHIA) issued their report on the 

implementation of the 2014 opioid addiction bill, they emphasized that the “ability to access 

services across the continuum in a timely manner is critical, particularly for individuals in 

treatment or at risk for relapse,” but warned us of notable findings about access across the 

continuum, including: 

 

➢ “The number of patients leaving ATS each week is much greater than the number of CSS or 

TSS beds vacated each week.” 

 

➢ “…current [CSS] capacity provides access to only an estimated 17% of ATS discharges...” 

 

➢ “Lack of adequate capacity for CSS and TSS programs impacts the lengths of stay in ATS 

programs because patients may remain longer, thus potentially contributing to a ripple effect 

of delays…”  

 

➢ “…two of the three most significant reasons for delayed discharge for clients who had 

completed detoxification were waiting for CSS or TSS programs.” 

 

Clearly, we have been alerted that the front door for addiction treatment is already becoming 

clogged due to downstream constraints. This situation will become even more severe the wider 

we open the front door, as we have done already this year, unless we take further action to 

expand downstream services.  

Please contact Senator Keenan’s office at Abigail.Kim@masenate.gov with any questions, 

or to join as a cosponsor on this bill. 
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