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An Act Relative to Substance Use Treatment, Education, and Prevention 
 
Governor Baker filed with the House on October 15, 2015 (HD 4209) 
 this legislative proposal which ….. 
 

1. Sets a 72-hour limit on the supply of opioids that a practioner may prescribe 
for a patient in any first-time prescription except in emergency situations. 

 
2. Establishes a requirement that physicians, dentists and other prescribers 

complete at least 5 hours of training on the risk of addiction associated with 
medications prescribed for pain management. 

 
3. Requires that a practioner use the prescription monitoring program (PMP) 

before any prescription of any opioid. 
 

4. Requires that people that are in a position to detect and prevent opioid 
misuse amount young people, coaches, trainers, nurses, etc. receive regular 
training on the risks of addiction presented by prescription pain killers. 

 
5. Requires the state to develop a plan for funding transportation for students 

to Recovery High Schools. 
 

6. Gives physicians the right to hold a patient for an initial three-day period at a 
hospital or treatment center if the physician determines that the patient 
suffers from a substance use disorder and that a failure to treat would 
present a serious risk of harm.   

a. Parallels an existing law that authorizes this process for patients who 
suffer from a mental illness.   

b. Requires a physician to encourage a patient held for treatment during 
this initial three day period to accept voluntary treatment as an 
alternative.  

c. Permits the physician to seek a court order for a 90-day commitment 
for involuntary treatment if patient rejects treatment and 
demonstrates a continued risk of harm to self or others. 
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7. Eliminates current statutory provision permitting women to be sent to MCI-
Framingham for treatment.  Requires women who require treatment in a 
secure setting to be admitted to a new treatment center approved by DPH 
and DMH.  This setting will provide the security measures necessary to 
ensure that patients complete their initial period of court ordered treatment 
and they are to receive better treatment. 

 
8. Finally, the legislative proposal increases transparency by requiring insurers 

to file their annual statement of polices and protocols with the Division of 
Insurance. 

 
  
 
 
Please let MOAR know what you like or might like changed in this proposal. 
Call MOAR at 617 – 423 – 6627 or 
Email maryanne@moar-recovery.org  
 
Your Voices are MOAR Important to MOAR!  
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